330                    "THE LAND OP CHARITY."

" After four years' training as a schoolmaster I was married
to my present wife, then live years of age, and shortly after-
wards employed by Mr. Mault to teach a village school.
(At that time heathen schoolmasters of good character were
occasionally employed, in default of a suiiicient number of
Christian teachers.) During the live years in which I held
this situation I regularly worshipped the idols, performed
daily ceremonies, such as reciting a Mantra in praise of
Yishnu 500 times, and another in honour of Siva 250 times.
To show uncommon zeal I smeared my body with the sacred
ashes from head to waist, while others niado merely a fbw
marks on the forehead and breast, and wore rosaries of
sacred beads around my neck and waist. Yet, in spite of the
rigid performance of all these ceremonies, anger, revenge,
fraud, lasciviousness, covetousness, and other vices had full
sway over my sinful and corrupt heart.

" On one occasion, taking offence at the conduct of a
Government messenger and his companions, who, contrary to
usage, heedlessly stepped into the rest-houKe whore I (a Brah-
man) was taking my meal, I instantly rose from food and
went to the magistrate, addressing frequent petitions to
Government until the poor man was turned out of his
employment; and I was also imprisoned fifty days for my
harsh and obstinate litigation.

" Soon after my release Mr. Manlt again took mo into iwy
former situation, but I engaged in it with, other and more
tender feelings. I read in private the Christian Scriptures,
and my attachment to idolatry began to decrease. My new
views were strengthened by the remarks of an intelligent
Brahman, to the effect that the Puranas and the Ilamayananx
were but mythical legends. Daily I perused the Bible,
praying to God in the words of the 119th Psalm, till at
length I was resolved, by the grace of God, to embrace the
Christian religion*"